
 
  

Journal of Social and  
Political Sciences 

 
 
 
Nurjani, Ni Putu Suda, Paturusi, Syamsul Alam, Dwijendra, Ngakan Ketut 
Acwin, and Putra, I Dewa Gede Agung Diasana. (2019), Morphology of 
Backpacker Dormitory Inside Traditional Balinese House, Canggu Village, Bali, 
Indonesia. In: Journal of Social and Political Sciences, Vol.2, No.3, 489-496. 
  
ISSN 2615-3718 
 
DOI: 10.31014/aior.1991.02.03.89 
 
The online version of this article can be found at: 
https://www.asianinstituteofresearch.org/ 
 
 
 
Published by: 
The Asian Institute of Research 
 
The Journal of Social and Political Sciences is an Open Access publication. It may be read, copied, and distributed 
free of charge according to the conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license. 
 
The Asian Institute of Research Social and Political Sciences is a peer-reviewed International Journal. The journal 
covers scholarly articles in the fields of Social and Political Sciences, which includes, but not limited to, 
Anthropology, Government Studies, Political Sciences, Sociology, International Relations, Public Administration, 
History, Philosophy, Arts, Education, Linguistics, and Cultural Studies. As the journal is Open Access, it ensures 
high visibility and the increase of citations for all research articles published. The Journal of Social and Political 
Sciences aims to facilitate scholarly work on recent theoretical and practical aspects of Social and Political 
Sciences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

489 

  
The Asian Institute of Research 

Journal of Social and Political Sciences 
Vol.2, No.3, 2019: 489-496 

ISSN 2615-3718 
Copyright © The Author(s). All Rights Reserved 

DOI: 10.31014/aior.1991.02.03.89 

 

 

 

Morphology of Backpacker Dormitory Inside Traditional 

Balinese House, Canggu Village, Bali, Indonesia 
Ni Putu Suda Nurjani1, Syamsul Alam Paturusi2, Ngakan Ketut Acwin Dwijendra3,  

I Dewa Gede Agung Diasana Putra4 
 
1 Student of Doctoral Program Engineering Science Udayana University, Lecture of Engineering Department 
Mahendradatta University. Email: suda.nurjani@gmail.com 
2 Lecture of Doctoral Program Engineering Science Udayana University. Email: syamsul@unud.ac.id 
3 Lecture of Doctoral Program Engineering Science Udayana University. Email: acwin@unud.ac.id 
4 Lecture of Doctoral Program Engineering Science Udayana University. Email: diasanaputra@unud.ac.id 
 
Correspondence: Ni Putu Suda Nurjani. Student of Doctoral Program Engineering Science Udayana University, 
Bali, 80234, Indonesia. Hp: +62 85935384909, E-mail: suda.nurjani@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
Traditional Balinese houses have identical values and rituals that are very strong. Bali has a height limit for 
vertical development. All of building unit height is prohibited more than 15 m. This regulation is the main 
obstacle to vertical development building in Bali. The increasing visit of backpacker without accompanied 
expansion of land, encourages people to look for several alternatives in developing accommodation owned. 
The existence of dormitory is considered to best represent the needs of backpacker travelers who have a low 
budget. However, the sleeping position of the Balinese who requires head placement in the east or north. Will 
be very difficult when having to put more than two beds in a room. This research includes explorative 
qualitative research, where the data collection technique uses a combination of several methods including 
observation of dormitory in Canggu. Depth interviews with tourist accommodation owners and tourists who 
occupy also very important to know the change of space. The existing physical dormitory settings are compared 
with tourist perceptions, so can describe findings of this study with sketch. The chosen design pattern is returned 
to the accommodation owner to see the value of the space that must be maintained. The results of this study 
indicate that "Monkey House" is a term used to refer to the form of dormitory. Placement of the bed with a head 
position must be directed to Luan (east or north orientation). The construction of dormitory in bale dangin 
(bale adat) is strictly prohibited regarding the ritual function which is accommodated by bale dangin. 
 
Keywords: Morphology, Dorm, Balinese Architecture, Tourism Area 
 
Background 
 
The implementation of Tri Hita Karana in traditional Balinese house has been widely discussed in the research 
of architectural experts. Sulistyawati (1996: 5) describes that traditional Balinese houses are composed of 
various philosophies such as babies in the womb (manik ring cucupu), Catur Purusa Artha, Tat Twam Asi, 
Desa-Kala-Patra, Dewata Nawa Sanga, and Rwa Bhineda. But in its implementation it is always based on 
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ceremonies, wewaran (lucky days), and pengurip. Gomudha (1999: 89-127) identifies the value of traditional 
Balinese architecture based on the concept of spatial space and buildings. The concept of spatial planning and 
urban design in traditional Balinese house is Tri Loka, Nawa Sanga, Swastika Sana, Tri Angga, and center 
orientation building at Natah. Dwijendra (2008) also make identification about basic principles of traditional 
Balinese house. That is following the concept of Bhuana Agung and Bhuana Alit. All three experts have same 
concept when analyse Balinese traditional architecture. However, in its implementation it is very dependent 
on the Desa-Kala-Patra (the area where the building was established). Between one region and another area 
in Bali will have a physically different building shape, but have similarities orientation which considers the 
mountain is symbolized of sacred area and sea direction for the profane area. When the current Balinese house 
is faced with a new tourism function, many type of buildings come up. Many people use empty land inside the 
house to build new accommodation, or the another one only use a part of empty rooms inside the building for 
rent. Provisions on the legality of housing space utilization for tourist accommodation built in Badung Regency 
have been regulated in the Badung Regent Regulation Number 6 of 2016 Concerning Standardization of 
Business Tourism Lodges. In this article it is very explicitly stated. Such as in article 1 paragraph 5 that "tourist 
cottage business is an effort to provide accommodation in the form of residential buildings inhabited by the 
owner and partially used for rent by providing an opportunity for tourists to interact in their owners' daily 
lives". Article 3 paragraph 1 also states that "tourist huts are individual businesses". In this regulation it is very 
clear that the construction of tourist accommodation in traditional Balinese homes is an attempt to introduce 
Balinese culture to local tourists and foreign tourists who stay overnight. Buildings that are born due to 
interactions between tourists and residents is a manifestation of acculturation of space as a form of self-
adjustment between different cultures. 
 
Damayanti (2014) revealed that, architectural buildings would not exist without life in them. Morphology is 
part of human culture in creating space. Building architecture is not only discus about space and form, but also 
a language that reflects the meaning behind the form, and the purpose building of the structure itself. In simple 
terms, morphology is the study of logical physical forms. Similar with her statement, Damayanti also 
mentioned, that the morphological aspect is the identification of environmental characters that are realized 
through the form of buildings where the figural quality can be read through patterns, hierarchies, and 
relationships between spaces. Each part of an architectural building has a symbolic function other than physical 
function. The parts in the building of traditional architecture have a very deep meaning for the local community. 
That is related to the living conditions that have been inherited from generation to generation. As happened in 
traditional Balinese homes. Balinese homes not only functioned as settlements, but also functioned as the venue 
for the yadnya ceremony. So, there are many spaces in traditional Balinese homes that have ritual values that 
cannot be eliminated physically. The sleeping position of the Balinese who requires a head position in the east 
or north, will be very difficult when having to put more than two beds in a room. The essence of this value 
must be considered carefully. 
 
Tourism is present as a new magnet in the development of traditional Balinese house layout in Canggu Village. 
The change in the characteristics of tourists who come, namely from conventional tourists to backpacker 
tourists. Demands a low-rise but comfortable stay. Completeness of facilities is no longer the main choice of 
tourists. A bedroom with a cupboard and a table has been considered sufficient to represent the comfort of 
tourist facilities right now. The main component that determines the choice of tourist accommodation is the 
presence of wifi access that has good connections. Dormitory is one of the most efficient solutions to 
accommodate backpacker's needs. In addition to the cheap price, dormitory accommodation can also 
accommodate more than four people in one room. However, the Balinese culture forbids vertical construction 
beyond the height of 15 m, so that the existing dormitory in Bali is very different from other dormitory in the 
world. This study reviews the differences in dormitory in Bali with other dormitory in the world. Customary 
considerations and space values is a basic consideration in the construction of dormitory in the homes of 
Balinese people. 
 
 



Asian Institute of Research               Journal of Social and Political Sciences Vol.2, No.3, 2019 
	

 
 
	

 
491 

 

Research Question 
 
From the research background, it can be raised the problem of morphology hostel dorm in Canggu tourism 
area. 

1. What is different between Balinese dormitory and dormitory around the world? 
2. Which one area inside the house can be commercial zone for dormitory? 

 
Research Objectives 
 
Balinese traditional house is very difficult to develop. Limiting vertical buildings makes the Balinese people 
prefer spatial development horizontally. However, the increase in population and also increase of tourists who 
come, encourages people to make modifications to the site owned. This study discusses about the forms of 
backpacker dormitory inside traditional house in Canggu tourism area. Identification of dormitory buildings is 
very important to do. Considering the orientation of sleeping to the east or north is something important. That 
is mandatory for the people in Bali. The Balinese people strongly prohibit the position of sleeping towards the 
west or south. When the dormitory enters as a request from tourists, the sleeping space of the Balinese people 
is required to be able to accommodate more than two beds in a room. This is what is still a debate for owners 
of tourist accommodation in Bali today. This research provides a basic understanding for policy makers, the 
public and accommodation owners about how to regulate the composition of buildings within the site, as well 
as structuring furniture in rooms. 
 
Description of Research Location 
 
This research took place in Canggu Village, North Kuta District, Badung Regency, Bali Province, Indonesia. 
Administratively, Canggu Village has an area of 523 ha. The physical boundary of Canggu region is, to the 
north is Dalung Village. The other side on the south is Indonesian Ocean. East boundaray is Tibubeneng Village. 
And the last it west is Pererenan Village. As shown in figure 1 below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
Outcome Targets and Research Benefits 
 
The focus of this research is building accommodation that specifically made for backpacker tourists in Canggu 
tourism area. The urgency of this research can be seen from varssious perspectives. In terms of local 

Indonesia 

Badung Regency, Bali Canggu Tourism Area 

Figure 1. Research Location in Canggu Tourism Area 
Source: Author 
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communities, the results of this study can be used as an alternative design to develop dormitory accommodation 
within their sites. For business actors, this study can be used as a benchmark to determine the efficiency and 
effectiveness of space use so that the accommodation owned is able to provide higher economic value. Whereas 
for the government this research is very important to be carried out considering that there are no official rules 
governing the construction of dormitory in Bali. The results of this study can be used as the basis for the 
preparation of regional spatial regulations, especially in dormitory accommodation built in residential homes. 
 
RESEARCH METHODS 
 
This research includes explorative qualitative research. Data collection technique uses a combination of several 
methods including observation of the entire dormitory in Canggu. Depth interviews with tourist accommodation 
owners and tourists who occupy inside the dormitory. The existing physical dormitory settings are compared 
with tourist perceptions. Analysis about interior and furniture placement inside bedroom. Comparison between 
various parts dormitory in the world with Balinese dormitory. The results of this comparison then gave rise to 
distinctive physical values that only existed in Bali. In the end, all of result analysis are made in the form of 
images and narratives sentence that describe about backpacker accommodation morphology in Canggu tourism 
area. The chosen design pattern is returned to the accommodation owner to see the value of the space that must 
be maintained. 
 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
 
Results 
 

The development of Balinese traditional house in the Canggu tourism area can be seen from two systems. First 
is seen from the geometric rules that are associated with cosmology and religion. The second is seen based on 
rules relating to community social relations. Today's development, religious and social rules are shifted by 
technological and economic factors so that the concept of form follow function (form adjusts function) 
emerges. This concept has the disadvantage of not having a human nature so that in its implementation a new 
concept appears which is called form follow culture. Physically, the development of the area with spatial 
patterns is organized and lives side by side with local communities. Development of infrastructure can utilize 
existing structures. The developed area must be arranged with basic structured (having an activity zone with a 
complete system between occupant zones and tourist zones). Having a building orientation that is clearly in 
accordance with the Hulu Teben concept. Integrated relationships (compact and efficient functional and spatial 
relations). Clear area between developing new functions for tourists and functions that accommodate the 
activities of residents must be considered. The results of the observation inside tourist accommodation in 
Canggu clearly reflect the form follow culture. As shown in figure 2 below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Zone for 
residents where 
each building 
unit position 
based on 
traditional 
Balinese 
architectural 
concept 

Zone for tourist where 
elevation each building 
must reflect the Tri 
Angga concept 

Must have Natah 
(courtyard) as an 
orientation center for 
all building unit on 
site. 

Figure 2. Placement of building units inside traditional Balinese housing that are used for tourism 
Source: Author 
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Discussion 
 
Characteristics of Dormitory in the World 
 
In various parts of the world, the term dormitory is usually used to refer to housing designated for students. 
Zulkarnaen dkk (2018) describe that Student dormitory is an environment as a residence in the form of buildings 
with rooms that can be occupied by several residents in each room for a longer period by students who are taking 
a study or activity activities. Activity inside the dorm is sleep (shelter), study (education) and gather. While the 
forms of dormitory commercialized for tourists are known as hostels. The basic standard of a building called 
dormitory is that the number of beds in a room must exceed two beds. Use of public facilities together, such 
as sharing bathroom and kitchen. There are no private facilities in the room. The physical form of the building 
is made more than three floors vertically as shown in figure 3 below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Spatial Issue of Dormitory Building in Canggu 

 

Canggu community have very strong tradition and customs. Similar with the arrangement of space, customs 
and traditions also apply to the regulation of building composition. Although faced with the demand for tourist 
accommodation, the spatial construction in Canggu still follows the traditional spatial concept of Balinese 
architecture. The results of interviews with dormitory owners found some common values and basic concepts 
of building dormitory in the Canggu community residence, as shown in the following table: 

 
Table 1. Characteristic Features of Dormitory Building Inside Canggu Traditional House 

 
Position of 
Dormitory 

Building inside the 
house 

Facilities owned 
in the room 

The shape of the building 
looks 

Interior shape 

Bale daje Single bed Must follow the concept of tri 
angga 

The position of the head of the bed 
is placed in luan (east or north) 

Bale delod Table Using Balinese ornaments The position of the head of the bed 
should not be directly opposite the 

door 
Behind bale adat wifi Shape of roof is limelight or 

saddle 
The bed is on the edge close to the 
wall so that the middle room in the 

room is obtained as a place of 
interaction between tourists. 

Teba (Empty 
backyard)) 

Sharing bathroom 
and kitchen 

The height of the building 
should not exceed 15 m where 
the level of 0.00 is calculated 

from the ground level 

There is a table at the bottom of 
which contains a shelf for a place 

of clothing 

Source: Author 

Figure 3. Dormitory in Zübeyde Hanım Sorority located in “Meric St, Nr: 9, Bestepe/Ankara, Turkey 
Source: Yildrim dkk (2009) 
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Morphology of Balinese Dormitory in Canggu Tourism Area 

 

Mentayani et al. (2007) suggested that the morphology of architecture not only found a classification of the 
shape and structure of an object, but rather toward an understanding of the evolution and transformation of a 
building. In similar case, Mentayani et al. also provide an understanding that morphological concepts are 
fundamental studies in seeing and sorting the components of a building and classifying them into certain types. 
Morphology is also the study of evolution of types and models, showing transformation and metamorphosis 
of a form due to various indicators of change. In general, classification of dormitory in Canggu Village is 
reviewed from two sides. First from the placement of buildings in the site (exterior) and in terms of placement 
of furniture in the room. From the exterior dormitory in Canggu Village can be classified into two types, the 
first dormitory that is built in one natah (courtyard) with residents, the two dormitory that are built in one plot 
with residents but are given a guardrail to maintain the privacy of the residents as shown at figure 4 following: 

 
Dormitory that Built In One place with occupant 

(in same natah/courtyard) 
Dormitory that built in one site with occupant but 
have clear boundary for divide privacy tourist and 

occupants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4. Classified dormitory form exterior building 

Source: Author 

 

Gergely et al (2017) revealed that interior dormitory can be arranged in two ways. Bed position can put near 
the wall (picture a) or can put in the middle room (picture b). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According gergely et al research, Canggu also have special interior design for backpacker dormitory. 
Backpacker dormitory in Canggu consists of 4 until 6 bed in one room with center orientation is luan (nort or 
east) area. The bed is placed near the wall with the aim of having a central space as a place of interaction 
between tourists, as shown in the following picture: 

Boundary	
wall	become	
physical	limit		
for	tourist	site	

Picture a Picture b Picture c 

Figure 5. Alternative Interior Dormitory Hostel in Budapest, Hungaria 
Source: Gergely et all (2017) 
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CONCLUSION 
 
Traditional Balinese house have a strong traditional concept, but that does not mean traditional Balinese house 
cannot develop. The tourism function is permitted to be built inside a traditional Balinese house with a note 
that the cultural values inside, should not be removed. Buildings that are allowed to be rented are Bale Daje 
and Bale Delod or the addition of rooms behind the Bale Dangin. The construction of dormitory inside Bale 
Dangin (bale adat) is strictly prohibited regarding the ritual function of Bale Dangin. Bale dangin is the most 
important building for Balinese people, especially in Canggu, because inside this building ceremony from 
people was born until Balinese people dead was held. In general, the classification of Balinese dormitory in 
Canggu Village can be seen from two sides. First side is the placement of buildings in one site (exterior building 
unit), and in terms of placement of furniture inside the bedroom. From the exterior side, dormitory in Canggu 
Village can be classified into two types. First dormitory type that is built in one Natah (courtyard) with Balinese 
occupant. Second dormitory type that are built in one plot with Balinese house but are given a specific boundary 
wall to maintain the privacy of the Balinese occupants. Backpacker dormitory in Canggu consists of 4 until 6 
bed in one room.  Center orientation is Luan (north or east orientation) area. The bed is placed near the wall 
with the aim of having a central space as a place of interaction between one tourists to another. 
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